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CLICK IT OR TICKET
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Note: before filling in the names of the organization and organization Spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this OpEd article, and you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done can you send out the OpEd article to local press.
[Insert Organization] Launches “Click It or Ticket” Mobilization to Boost Safety Belt Use and to Save Lives
The Illinois Department of Transportation – Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) is on a mission to increase the state’s safety belt usage rate to 90 percent during this year’s Click It or Ticket mobilization.  Although safety belt usage increased to a record 88 percent in Illinois in 2006, too many Illinois drivers still choose not to regularly wear their safety belts.  

Among those least likely to buckle up:  young males, pickup truck drivers and their passengers, people who live in rural areas, and night-time drivers.  

In Illinois, the percentage of drivers and passengers observed not wearing their safety belts is 12 percent.  Failure to regularly wear a safety belt can be deadly.  According to IDOT/DTS, over 1200 people died in Illinois traffic crashes during 2006.  
That’s why [Organization Name] announced today they are joining with more than  12,000 national, state and local law enforcement and highway safety officials during late May for an aggressive national “Click It or Ticket” mobilization to crack down on Illinois’ safety belt law violators and to reduce highway fatalities. 

Regular safety belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes.  When worn correctly, safety belts have proven to reduce the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45 percent – and by 60 percent in pickup trucks, SUVs and mini-vans. 
Men – especially younger men – are much less likely to buckle up. In 2004, 67 percent of male drivers and 73 percent of male passengers between the ages of 18 and 34 who were killed in crashes were NOT wearing their safety belts.
Safety belt enforcement zones and other stepped-up law enforcement activities will be conducted during the national “Click It or Ticket” enforcement mobilization, which runs                 May 21st through June 3rd.  Special nighttime safety belt enforcement zones will be set up throughout Illinois to crack down on unbelted drivers at night. 
Too many people still take the attitude that it will never happen to them.  But fatal crashes can and do happen every day.  That’s why law enforcement will be out in force showing zero tolerance for anyone not buckled up.  Law enforcement officers would much rather write a thousand tickets than knock on one family’s door with the news that their loved one didn’t survive a crash because they weren’t wearing their safety belt.
Unless you want to risk a ticket, or worse - your life, please remember to “Click It or Ticket” day and night.
For more information on the Illinois “Click It or Ticket” mobilization, please visit www.buckleupillinois.org. 
###

- more -


